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national militarism which would interrupt the free
play and interchange of international thought, and
even more by an increasingly tyrannical collec-
tivism which would destroy the freedom of the
individual to discuss any problems except from the
collectivist point of view. I asserted that social
freedom has always been severely restricted in
England owing first to the power of the Ecclesiastical
Courts from 1066 to 1640 and subsequently to
Puritan traditions. Freedom has, in short, always
suffered from the tyranny of either Church or
Chapel, of presbyter or priest; and many queer
taboos still survive the comparative extinction of
Church and Chapel influence to-day. The whole
fabric of Victorian morality, which was a queer com-
promise between Christian morality and common-
sense, was obviously undermined in the trial of
Mrs Besant and Mr Bradlaugh in 1877 by the un-
compromising fall of the birth-rate ever since.
Promising as the outlook may be in regard to the
particular question of sex, the facts point not so
much to a victory of liberty as to the victory of
common-sense in regard to this particular subject
only.

Liberty and Minorities. In this chapter I pointed
out that the exercise of political power by the
majority of English people would probably make
for liberty while the old traditions of liberty still
exist, but that we are to-day governed by a secret
Caucus which sells policies and legislative power
to cynical or fanatical minorities. Our real rulers
are not openly recognised as such, and the secrecy
of their authority naturally stultifies the criticism